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Come back, o tiger to the woods again,
          Let it not be leveled with the plain.
          For, without you, the ax will lay it low;
          You, without it, forever homeless go.
                                               —Jataka Tales
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T

his story of kindness and

compassion is a Jataka tale that the
Buddha told his followers about one
of his innumerable past lives.
In this tale the Buddha appears as
a wise tree spirit to teach that all
beings are a living part of the earth.
Only by developing empathy with
each other and all of earth’s
creatures, can we protect the
environment.
In order to teach this higher truth
about life, the tale has been retold
in simple language for children to
easily understand.
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A hot day slowly came to an end as the bright orange
sun began to slide behind a forest in India. Lizards
scuttled about and slipped into the cracks of an
old cassia tree. A large Bengal tiger stretched and
yawned after a nap under the shade. He rolled over
and slowly got to his feet. He had not eaten in days
and was hungry.
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The boy stopped and listened. He remembered stories
that the villagers had told about the tiger that lived in
the forest and how they dare not go into its depths.
As he proceeded slowly, he looked around for signs of
the tiger, but saw none--no scattered bones, no claw
scratches on the tree bark, and no tracks.
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It is taking a while, but many people are working together to
rescue the forests before it’s too late. Trees are being planted
and land is set aside for wildlife to roam freely again. What
would life be like without trees and squirrels and butterflies?
If we can save the tiger, we can save the earth.
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“Look at the mess that tiger is making,” said
the foolish tree spirit. “The air in the forest
is no longer fresh and clean. I’m getting rid of
that beast!”
“Please don’t!” said the wise tree spirit. “The
life of the forest depends on the tiger.”
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